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ILLINOIS M A T H E M A T I C S A N D SCIENCE A C A D E M Y
A Pioneering Educational
Community
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
S T E P H A N I E P A C E M A R S H A L L «.
TO:

I M S A Community

SUBJECT:

Convocation for August, 1994

DATE:

June 1, 1994

A s you recall, last August a decision was made not to hold the traditional Convocation ceremony.
M y rationale for not having Convocation last year was because I felt the ceremony seemed to have
lost the significance for which it was intended, because the behavior of some students, (and even
staff), did not seem appropriate to the formal "coming together" of our community and official
opening of the school year.
T o m y surprise and delight, officers of the Student Council met with m e in September, and asked
m e to c o m e to a Student Council meeting to discuss the "reinstatement of Convocation for 1994."
Our students' conversations were compelling.
They believed that Convocation was an important part of the I M S A community, and thought that if
students and staff fully understood the reason behind the Convocation that its meaning would be
restored and behavior would once again be appropriate.
A s a result of their recommendation, I convened a Convocation Committee under the leadership of
Eric McLaren. Members of the faculty, staff and student body participated on this committee. As
a result of their work, I received a proposal from the Convocation Committee, (which is attached),
and I accepted those recommendations that pertained to Convocation.
The proposal is quite thorough in its analysis of and response to issues that have emerged about
Convocation. They have clarified its purpose; they have recommended ways to restore value and
meaning; and they have spoken about specific activities to meet our objectives. The one issue they
could not resolve was whether or not academic robes should be worn.
After thoroughly reviewing their recommendations and discussing them with members of the
Executive Leadership Team, w e have decided not to have academic robes for the 1994
Convocation. This will enable all members of the community to participate equally.
A s in the past, the Convocation will be a dignified ceremony, and dress will be semi-formal. It
will begin in the afternoon, and immediately followed by a reception. W e will hold it in the gym,
but as the committee recommended, will "transform the gym so it is a more formal setting, to the
extent that is possible."
An alumni of the Academy will be invited to deliver the Convocation Address.
I want to thank the members of the Convocation Committee for their thoughtful deliberations.
More discussion will be held on the Convocation as it approaches. I am confident that
understanding the purpose of coming together as an I M S A community will add meaning to this
ceremony.
I am grateful for the persistence of our students in bringing this issue forward, and in their
commitment to resolve it.
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